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In this Newsletter
e Harvest Festival Collection
e Disabled Parking Reminder
e Christmas Cards - return orders by Wednesday 25th
e Shoebox Christmas Presents for asylum seeking families in Swansea
¢ llnesses including Covid
e Amazing Disco and Pumpkins!
e Bulb planting
e Bookings for Squirrels next term

e Dates for your diary



Harvest Festival Food Collection

Children are encouraged to bring a donation to the Brecon Food Bank as part of our harvest festival
celebration next Friday. Donations should be in school by Friday morning at the latest please.

The foodbank have asked for the following items:
Tinned tomatoes/passata
Sweet and savoury biscuits

Washing detergent

Parking in Disabled Bays

We do have several blue badge holders in our school community who really do need to use the
disabled parking bays (those bays closest to the tangle frame gates). Please only use these places if
you are a blue badge holder.



Christmas Card Orders

You will have received a copy of your child's beautiful Christmas card design. If you wish to order
cards or other gifts using your child's design, please ensure order forms, along with your child's art
work, are returned to school by this Wednesday 25th October. All profits made will go directly to our
PTFA.

Christmas Gift Appeal for Asylum Seeking Families

We have been asked by Hay, Brecon and Talgarth Sanctuary for Refugees to provide our assistance to
bring joy to asylum-seeking families in Swansea this Christmas.

Many of these families have faced life-threatening circumstances, embarking on a challenging
journey to seek asylum, often in an unwelcoming environment shaped by government and media
rhetoric. As Christmas approaches, we hope to provide some extra kindness to them.

We ask for your help in the following way:
Gift Donations:

We are seeking new gifts for children and adults, such as art supplies, books, warm clothing (hats,
scarves, gloves), board games, small toys (e.g., cars, dinosaurs, non-violent superheroes), and dolls,
especially those with diverse skin tones.

For adult presents, items like body spray, aftershave, perfume, chocolates, or biscuits are greatly
appreciated.



Please wrap the gifts, label them with the appropriate age and gender, and include a kind message.

Gifts should be brought into school by Friday 24th November

llinesses, Including Covid

Respiratory infections have started early this year and are on the rise. We continue to follow good
hygiene practices at school, including handwashing and catch it, bin it.

Coronavirus - There is no longer specific advice on coronavirus. Wales advice is now for anybody with
symptoms of a respiratory infection (including Covid-19) which you can find here. You can also find
advice about living alongside covid here.

For most children and young people, these illnesses will not be serious. Very few become seriously
unwell. This is also true for children and young people with long-term conditions. However, some
children under 2 can become more seriously unwell from a_respiratory condition called RSV. This
includes those born prematurely or with a heart condition.

Attending education is important for children and young people’s development, health and well-
being. The long-term impact of missing education should not be underestimated.

Children and young people with mild symptoms can continue to attend their education setting.
Mild symptoms include a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, in children who are otherwise
well.

They should be encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a disposable tissue when coughing
and/or sneezing. They should wash their hands after using or disposing of tissues.

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home.
They should avoid contact with other people where they can. They can go back to their setting
when they no longer have a high temperature and are well enough to attend.

Pupils Plant 1000 Bulbs!

A huge thank you to the Rotary Club who have supported our pupils to plant 1000 crocus bulbs on
our school site. These bulbs will, as the children will tell you, remind us of the importance of the
polio vaccine each time we see them bloom. They'll also make our school look fabulous!


https://www.gov.wales/guidance-people-symptoms-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.wales/public-health-guidance-general-public
https://www.gov.wales/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-and-bronchiolitis

Amazing Disco!

Thank you to the PTFA for putting on such a fun disco for our children on Friday. These events are
great fundraisers but also really important occasions for the children to have fun together and create
memories. Thank you to everyone who supported the disco and especially to the volunteers who
stayed to make sure everything ran smoothly. The disco raised an amazing £300!

Squirrels Bookings for Next Term

We are working hard behind the scenes on a book and pay immediately option on ParentPay which
we hope will make both things easier for parents. We will get this information out to you by the end
of the week. If we're not able to set this up, a new booking link, similar to this term's, will be shared
with you by Friday.

Many thanks for all of your support and positive feedback about Squirrels Breakfast and After School
Clubs. We're so pleased that so many children are enjoying the service and that it is supporting so
many families.

Dates for your diary
e Friday 27th October - last day to bring harvest donations into school

e Friday 27th October - Harvest Service at St Paulinus church led by pupils in Holly Class 2pm
(Parents/Carers in Holly class welcome to attend)

e Monday 30th October - Friday 3rd November - HALF TERM

e Friday 10th November - deadline for applying for Secondary school places Applying for a
School Place - Powys County Council

e Wednesday November 15th - Beech, Cherry and Hazel class showcase at 2pm
(parents/carers invited to attend)

e Friday 24th November - last day to bring gifts for asylum seeking families into school

e Thursday 7th December - Holly, Rowan and Sycamore Class Showcases (morning)


https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/1158/Applying-for-a-School-Place
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/1158/Applying-for-a-School-Place

Thursday 12th December - Years 5 and 6 (Rowan and Sycamore) to Gwernyfed to practice for
transition music performance

Thursday 14th December - Christmas Nativity Performance by Beech, Cherry and Hazel Class
(Reception Year One and Year Two pupils only) (9.30am performance and 5pm
performance)

Tuesday 19th December - Christingle Service at St Paulinus Church led by Hazel (Y3), Holly,
Rowan and Sycamore Class 5.30pm, all parents welcome

Thursday 21st December - last day of term for pupils
Monday 8th January - INSET Day (no pupils)

Tuesday 9th January - first day of term for pupils
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