Squirrels Newsletter — February 2026

Welcome to the First Squirrels Newsletter!

We’re excited to bring you the very first edition of our Squirrels newsletter!
Our aim is to send one out every half term, giving you:

e e Highlights from our sessions
e =} Importantinformation and upcoming updates

About Squirrels

Squirrels operates under the Mes Bach Pre-School umbrella and is fully registered
with CIW (Care Inspectorate Wales). This means we follow all CIW regulations and
ensure our policies reflect their standards.

Our current registration allows us to accommodate up to 32 children per session.
Registering for Squirrels

If you would like your child to attend Squirrels, please ensure the registration form is
completed before their first session. This is essential so we can safely gather:

e Emergency contact details
e Allergy and dietary information
e Relevant health needs

As Squirrels runs separately from the school, we are required to hold this information

ourselves. All forms and further details can be found on the school website:

Squirrels Information
Email address: Squirrelsb@llangorse.powys.sch.uk

What is the Responsible Individual (RI)?

You might have seen letters or information sent from the Rls of Mes Bach, so we
thought it was best to explain what they are.

Mes Bach Pre School must have at least one Rl to be operational, we have two:

e LydiaTimmons
e Liz Griffiths

This is a voluntary role — CIW must deem you fit and suitable to undertake this role. We

have overall accountability for the running of the childcare service. The day-to-day
operation is undertaken by the leads:
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e Mes Bach’s lead - Cath Gore
e PBreakfast club lead - Leanne Williams
e Afterschool club lead - Clare Lloyd.

The Rl must ensure that Mes Bach complies with the CIW regulations which include the
staff training needs, safeguarding, financial stability, ensure policies are in place and
oversight of the general running.

Breakfast Club:

Staffing Update:

Due to anincrease in numbers, we will now have three members of staff on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays for the foreseeable future, as we are regularly welcoming up to 24
children on these days.

Breakfast Club Opening Time:

Please be aware that Breakfast Club will not open until 8:00am. We are not insured
to open any earlier, so we kindly ask that you wait until staff open the door before
entering. Children are dropped off at the school hall, where a member of staff will sign
your child in.

Breakfast Service Cut-Off:

Breakfast will be served until 8:25am. This allows us enough time to tidy the hall and
prepare the children for school. You are welcome to drop your child off after 8:25am,
but breakfast will not be available after this time.

Breakfast Club Menu:
Children are encouraged to have breakfast and there is a wide selection available.
There is always fresh fruit available at every session.

Breakfast Club
Monday to Friday

A choice of cereals, toast, jam, and fresh fruit.
Water/milk to drink

Afterschool club:

When children attend afterschool club they are collected from their classroom at the
end of the day by the afterschool club lead - Clare Lloyd.

Children are then taken to the hall, where snacks are available and a selection of toys
and activities. Please collect your children from the hall when you come to pick them
up.

Staffing Update:

Due to anincrease in numbers, we will now have three members of staff on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays for the foreseeable future, as we are regularly
welcoming over 16 children on these days.
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SeeSaw:

After half term we are aiming to set up our regular users of Afterschool club onto
SeeSaw where we will try and post updates of the types of activities that your children
are doing in Squirrels.

Fee Increase:
A reminder that the fees for afterschool club will be increasing on 1% April 2026. This is
the firstincrease since the start in September 2023. The new fees will be:

e Mes Bach children: £12 a session
e Llangors school children: £8 a session

Afterschool club menu:
This menu is flexible and does change depending on the food available, but this is what
itis based on. Children have a selection of fresh fruit available at every session.

W < After school club

Monday - Toast

J Tuesday — Crackers

Wednesday — Wraps

Thursday - Sandwiches

Friday — Rice cakes

Views of the children attending Squirrels:

We asked some of the children to give us their view on coming to Squirrels. Here is what
they had to say:

“We love all our painting (Arts & crafts)”

“We make a lot of cool stuff such as decorating the Christmas tree every year, playing
with different types of toys & lastly we listen to music and watch films”

“Things | like about Squirrels — it is fun, it is amazing, we do arts and crafts, | made a
gingerbread man, we make lots of food, we watch films, | made a Christmas tree”
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Photos from last term:




Payment Information

Payments

Please ensure all sessions are paid within 7 days of booking. We are still spending a
lot of time chasing overdue payments.

Your ParentPay balance shows exactly what is owed for breakfast/afterschool club.
Tax-free Childcare-Free Childcare

We accept Tax-free Childcare payments to “Mes Bach Pre School” via the Tax-free
website. After paying, please email a screenshot and your reference number to:
squirrelsb@llangorse.powys.sch.uk -Free Childcare-Free website.

More information: Tax-Free Childcare: What Tax-Free Childcare is - GOV.UK
Funded Childcare Hours

If your child receives 20 funded childcare hours at Mes Bach and you don’t use all 20
there, the remaining hours can be used for Squirrels.

You must ensure you are claiming the full 20 hours for us to use the hours in Squirrels.
Childcare Vouchers

If you are already part of the older Childcare Voucher Scheme that employers offered,
you can use vouchers for Squirrels. Please tell us which voucher provider you use so we
can setitup.

Bookings
March will open for bookings on Friday 13" February at 8 am.

Please remember bookings close 7 nights before the session date. There are no
guarantees of space if you book after this deadline.
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